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DAGGER'’S EDGE

What Makes it Great
Joyful New Year CH (Maj.) David Mikkelson Pg 3
mVanguards Mentor Iraqi Police Capt. Phil Hensel Pg 4
:‘ Humanitarian Assistance Patrol Capt. William Schoenfeld Pg5
@ On Call to Serve Capt. Stephen Polacek Pg 6
QEE' The Hidden Soldiers 1st Lt. Angel Winstanley Pg 6
;ij Soldiers Participate in Operation Beastmaster Staff Sgt. Kason Fark Pg 7
# Fire Supporters Adapt to the Conflict in Iraqg 1st Lt. Jason Collins Pg 8
.ﬂ; 57th Improves Continue On Staff Sgt. David Martin Pg 9
ﬁ Task Force Justice Welcomes a New Year 1st Lt. Cassidy Eaves Pg 10
g The Beginning of a New Year Lt. Col. Miciotto Johnson Pg 11
Q Versatility and excellence in Communications 1st Lt. Michael Martin Pg 12
# | Combat Medics Capt. Leon Smith Pg 14

pDagger Vision

The Dagger Brigade Combat Team will be trained and ready, fully
deployable, disciplined; confident, dedicated-and serving selflessly with pride.

We are caring of one another and sensitive to the needs of our Soldiers,
family members and DA civilians.

We communicate accurately across the chain of command and work
together as a combined arms team of teams.

We are responsible stewards of our Nation’s treasure.

We are professionals and ambassadors of our Nation and responsible and
respected guests in the Schweinfurt Community, and
wherever we find ourselves.

We are flexible, motivated and fully capable of executing any
assigned tasks to standard regardless of the challenges.

Picture Credits

(Cover Page) Sgt. James Paska, C Battery, 1-7 FA, and Pvt. Thomas Allen distribute food to residents of western

| Baghdad. (US Army photo by Sgt. Richard Kolberg, Charlie Battery, 1-7 FA, 2nd BCT, 1st Inf. Div.)
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t doesn’t seem that long ago

when many of us were say-
ing “Happy New Year” to each
other last year. With the busy-
ness of the training and deploy-
ment, it went by quickly! | am
convinced that instead of wishing for a “happy
new year,” I'd like to wish you a “joyful new year.”
Let me explain...

We typically start off the new year by wishing
each other happiness. Each of us hopes that
somehow the new year will be a happy one for us
and those we know. But have
you ever really sat down and
figured out just what it would
take to be truly “happy” in the
new year? What would need
to happen, or not happen, in
order for happiness to arrive
in 2007?

| would agree that happi-
ness is something many of us
work really hard to achieve.

In fact, happiness is an offi-
cial part of the American
dream: we can pursue "life, :
liberty, and happiness." But the problem is that
happiness is quite difficult to achieve, and when
we do, it is so fleeting. You try and hold onto the
moment but it's gone, and then you have to get
busy and try to re-create it all over again.

One difficulty in achieving happiness is that it
is so hard to define. What exactly is it that we are
after? When | hear people say, “I just want to be
happy,” | often wonder if they would even know
when it arrived, or if they know which road to take
to get to Happyville. Is happiness the complete
absence of problems or struggle in life, with all
the planets of modern life — job, spouse, kids,
money, health - lined up just right? Does it mean
to be lucky or fortunate in the midst of life's prob-
lems? Is happiness found in having no responsi-
bilities in life? Is happiness doing exactly what |

January 15, 2007

want to do all day long with no consequences for my
choices? Would attaining these really result in happi-
ness?

Let me suggest a better goal for us to pursue in
this new year: Joy. Joy and happiness may look simi-
lar, but they are quite different. Happiness is an emo-
tion which, like most emotions, is both unpredictable
and temporary, and is largely based on our response
to outward circumstances in life. When Duke wins a
basketball game, | am happy. When my paycheck
goes up or my son Benjamin makes nachos, | am
happy. But these things come and go, and it is quite
unreasonable, perhaps even na-
ive, to think that we would have
an entire year of happiness. The
outward circumstances in life are
simply too unpredictable.

Joy, on the other hand, is not an
emotion at all. The Bible says in
| Galatians 5:22 that joy is a “fruit
of the Spirit.” In other words, joy
is a gift from God. It is something
that grows on us and in us and
out from us when we are con-
nected with the Spirit of God. It is
a by-product of a saving relation-
Shlp with God and a life of honoring Him, and grows
in us regardless of outward circumstances or events.
He gives us joy in this life, and the assurance of eter-
nal life with God is a joyful thought as well!

Joy, unlike happiness, is a state of mind, a set-
tled attitude of the heart, a quiet confidence that all is
well in my life, that my self-esteem and personal sig-
nificance are secure regardless of what circum-
stances come into my life. Joy includes security, con-
tentment, and peace. It is a sure foundation for a life
filled with emotional ups and downs, and even the
unhappy challenges of deployments.

So | wish each of you a "happy new year," but more
importantly | wish you a new year filled with God's
joy. Pursue joy and the God who provides it, and it
will be a great year indeed. ;’é
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1-18 Infantry
Vanguards

Another step has been taken by 1st Bat-
talion, 18th Infantry Regiment, towards
integrating and strengthening the Iraqi
Security Forces. Since the Task Force
Vanguard’s arrival in southwest Bagh-
dad, they have focused heavily on work-
ing with the Iraqi National Police in order
to prepare them to take full security re-
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were being treated humanely.
This visit was only the first part of

the effort to train and integrate the
Shurta with Coalition Forces. In com-
ing weeks and months Vanguards at all
levels will interact and conduct opera-
tions with the Shurta to help influence
them to provide their own security.

sponsibility in west Rasheed, Baghdad.

In addition to the continued focus on the National Police,
The Vanguards have begun to work heavily with the Munici-
pal Police, or Shurta, to train and integrate them into security
operations. Vanguard 6, Lt. Col. George Glaze, took the first
step in this process on Jan. 8, with a visit to Baya’a police
station. The Baya’a police
station is the headquarters
for the Shurta operating in
the eastern portion of Van- e
guard’s operational area. In
his visit to the police station
Lt. Col. Glaze met with lead-
ers of the Shurta, including
Col. Kareem, the Police
Chief for the Rasheed district
of Baghdad. Relationships
built during this trip are es-
sential to the development of
the partnership between the
Iraqgi Police and Coalition
Forces. Lt. Col. Glaze also
inspected the prisoner hold-
ing facility and verified that
living conditions were up to
standard and that prisoners

The efforts of all Vanguard Soldiers
to train and develop the Iraqgi Security
Forces from the Iraqi National Police to
the local Municipal Police are key in-
gredients to forming a safe and self-

sustaining Iraq. é

Cell phones are not secure: do not discuss classified
or sensitive information unless you are using an
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ver the past month in the
Hateen, Jamia, and AdlI
neighborhoods in Baghdad,
2nd Platoon has facilitated
multiple humanitarian assis-

tance missions to assist poor
ng BCT(E’RT families during the Iragi win-
€Negadtes  liar These operations have

provided food, generators,
and blankets to over one hundred families who
have moved or been forced from their homes
due to violence in their neighborhoods.

The humanitarian assistance missions be-
gan in early December with the headquarters
section and second platoon distributing humani- e
tarian assistance to the mosques for refugees in the area. The
Iragi National Police distributed the packages and provided emer-
gency supplies and comfort items for the people of Jamia.

Following this operation, second platoon coordinated with the
Iragi Army to provide humanitarian assistance to families living in
extremely austere conditions nearby run down factories. Second
platoon again conducted point to point humanitarian assistance in
this neighborhood a few weeks later to continue to demonstrate to
the local population that the Iragi Army, Government of Irag, and
US forces care about families effected by the conflict in Irag.

Due to their con-
i tinued success in as-
sisting the local popu-
= lation, all platoons in
% Troop E, 4th Cavalry

able to have an immediate impact on the quality of life of
the family.
Although a relatively small scale effort, second pla-
hon L toon and the Iraqi Army or National Police have been
tlnfntrylwswn and membrs ofhe Ira Pollce‘talk |th terepresnta able to reaCh OUt to the people in our area Of Operati0n§,
Vil Schoenied) e SSamree R Ct L and have touched the lives of dozens of Iragi families. &%
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LIDPOITE Adap 0

F ire Support Teams or as they are commonly know in military lingo, FISTers, pro-
vide essential support in the form of forward observation for mortars, artillery, mis-
siles, and close air support. FIST sections are attached to infantry and armor units,

3 thus becoming a combat multiplier for greater utilization on the battlefield. The tradi-
1-5 Cavalry |tional role of the FIST section has evolved in Iraq to include a greater role in lethal and
Knights non-lethal targeting. 1st Battalion, 5th Cavalry currently operates in a largely urban
environment, which is a new paradigm for effects-based operations.

The main area of FIST involvement has been their coordination with Civil Military Operations
(CMO). FIST cooperation has provided the link between a more sophisticated company and battalion
communication convergence. FIST patrols support CMO activities ranging from essential services
assessment (sewage, water, electricity, academics and trash) to non-lethal targeting via information
operations.

As the battalion adapts to the asymmetrical battlefield, the role of the FIST has grown to meet this
challenge. The ability of Soldiers who can detect insurgent activities in Iragi neighborhoods through
proactive measures provides essential intelligence for battalion operations. This development has cre-
ated both a unique and widening skill set for the FIST in support of company and ultimately the battal-
ion with lethal and non-lethal effects. é@

e Hidden Soldiers Story by 1st Lt. Angel Winstanle

Company C, 101st Military Intelli- order to help detain and question sources and cap-
gence has one Human Intelligence tives. The job of the THT can be hard and dangerous.
Collection Team (THT) with each of | They are on missions with the units conducting Com-
the battalions within the organic bri- | bat Patrols throughout the neighborhoods and cities.
gade, ranging from Baghdad to They walk the streets with the Soldiers and pull secu-
C 101 MI Ramadi. The Soldiers are heard rity for the Soldiers next to them. The idea is for
about, but are known by only those these Soldiers to be there when a target or suspect is
who need to know. They go out with- | taken into custody by the Coalition Forces. Once a
out name or rank, so they can remain unknown to the suspect is taken, the team at the detention center has

Crusaders

enemy. The secret identity allows the THT to make a certain amount of time to have enough evidence
their sources feel safer in order to give the team more against him or her in order to keep the individual in
information about the bad guys who are harming the custody. Getting the bad guys off the streets in order
US Army, Iragi Army, Iragi Police and Local Nation- to make the street safer for everyone is the main goal

als. These are the Soldiers who go out with the units in | of the THT.'ﬁ'.Q

Reminder: Make sure to clear away any

dust from computers and printers.




Volume 1 Issue 6

January 15, 2007

: Staring down at an
empty lot, Spc. Craig

McBaine wondered how
such a tranquil neighbor-
hood could be the scene of
so much carnage.
Nicknamed “IED Alley
East,” this 700-meter
stretch of barren earth has
been the scene of many attacks against coali-
tion and Iraqi security forces.

2-12 Cavalry
Thunder Horse

three sides by once-beautiful three -story
houses, is occupied by up-armored HMMWVs, Bradley
Fighting Vehicles and Abrams Battle Tanks, all in support of
Operation Beastmaster.

During Beastmaster, troops from the 4th Battalion, 1st
Brigade, 6th Iragi Army Division cleared three large
neighborhoods in the western Baghdad suburb of
Ghazaliya. The sight of much sectarian violence, Ghazaliya
is the battle ground for Sunni insurgents trying to push back
the overwhelming Shia population in the northern and east-
ern areas of Baghdad.

The largest road run-
ning through southern
Ghazaliya, is also the
in-road from Fallujah
m to Baghdad proper.
Having just arrived
weeks ago, Soldiers of
Company D, 2nd Bat-
talion, 12th Cavalry
Regiment, attached to
| 2nd Brigade Combat
Team, 1st Infantry Di-
vision, have set upon
the goal of taking over
the security of
Ghazaliya from the
Soldiers of 1st Battal-

Post, secures the area outside a building in Ghazaliya as Lt. Col.
James Nickolas visits people inside during Operation Beastmaster.

ion, 23rd Infantry Regiment, 2nd Infantry
Division.

“It's been pretty crazy already,”
McBaine said. The Florida native’s pa-
trol would later be hit multiple times by
small arms fire, a rocket-propelled gre-
nade and a roadside bomb.

Based out of Ft. Bliss, Texas, 2-12
Cavalry is part of the 1st Cavalry Divi-
sion’s newest brigade — the 4th “Long
Knife” Brigade Combat Team. While the
unit may be new to El Paso, Texas, itis
no stranger to combat.

2-12 Cavalry was de-activated
shortly after its return from Operation
Iragi Freedom Il in March 2005. The unit
has also earned streamers in other con-
flicts such as WWII, Vietnam, and Desert
Storm. The unit was the first U.S. unit in
Leyte and Japan. The unit re-activated
at Fort Bliss 18 months after returning
from Iraqg.

Participation in operations, such as
Beastmaster, with the Iragi Army is the
key to handing Iraq back over to its peo-
ple. The Iraqi soldiers involved were

(Continued on page 13)
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3 FSB, missions is to distribute continu-
| ous and flexible multi-class supply support
to Forward Operating Base (FOB) Justice.
FOB Justice support includes, but is not
limited to, mail delivery, vehicle escort, both
military and civilian, and shuttle service for
2nd BCT Soldiers that need transportation
between FOB Justice and FOB Liberty. The American Sol-
diers which make up Task Force Justice are dependent on the
Assassins for delivery of multi-class supplies. The supplies
enable Task Force Justice to execute their missions and pro-

299th FSB
Lifeline

ne of the many Alpha Company, 299th
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Company. The reorganized Alpha
Company is fully outfitted with large
support trucks, to include Heavy
Equipment Transports, Palletized
Loading Systems, fuel tankers, semi-
tractors and semi-trailers. The large
fleet of support trucks provides the
capability to transport all classes of
supply and virtually any piece of
equipment in the Army’s inventory.
Additionally, a Gun Truck Platoon
was formed from Soldiers from

vide them their basic FOB life
support requirements.

FOB Justice is approxi-
mately 15 miles from Alpha

Liberty, so the supply support
requires the Assassins to run
Combat Logistics Patrols
(CLP) in order to distribute the

supplies to FOB Justice. To

date, the Assassins have executed over 20
CLPs to FOB Justice, delivering over
45,000 gallons of fuel and over 15 military
shipping containers of supplies.

Based on the current mission, Alpha
Company has been newly organized as a
Distribution Company, instead of its tradi-
tional role as a Forward Support Supply

Drawing by
Thomas Reidy

within the battalion which provides
Alpha Company with the capability to
provide security for all of their CLPs
without relying on any external as-
sets. The Gun Truck Platoon in-
cludes up-armored HMMWVSs,

M2 .50 caliber machine guns, and
M240B machine guns. The new

Assassins stage vehicles prior to a Combat Logistics Patrol to FOB Justice. (US Army photo by Staff Sgt. Hazell Belvin)

Alpha Company organization al-
lows the company to be com-
pletely self-sufficient when exe-
cuting CLPs to FOB Justice. This
self-sufficiency is critical to pro-
viding timely and flexible support.
The Assassins are always
“On Call to Serve” and they will
continue to provide world-class
support to FOB Justice. é
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’ \ H ello friends and family members | skills that will help him during his Army ca-
i of the 57th Signal Company. This |reer as well as when he gets out and is a

) past week we celebrated the New Year |civilian. To compete in the Soldier of the

. with a block party hosted by Staff Sgt. | Month board, Yokum first took a physical

| 'l Hogan in the motorpool. | do not know | fitness test. After the test he went into a

= = how he does it but he had T-Bone formal oral board which the Company 1st

57th Signal |steaks, hamburgers, drinks, and chips | Sgt. presided over. Also included on the

Dagger’s for all the troops. For entertalnment we board were other Sgt 1st Classes from

Voice had music and i - " - j
played a friendly
game of Texas Hold’em. A fun time
was had by all who attended.

It is beginning to feel like Ground-
hog Day down here in Irag but Sol-
diers are keeping busy in their own
ways. Soldiers of 1st Platoon are
working out to stay in shape, working
on college courses online, doing cor-
respondence courses, and trying to

members. 1st Lt. McLean is also giv-
ing out his financial advice to Soldiers
for them to help plan for the future.
We have a lot of Soldiers that are go-
ing and coming back from R&R. The
Soldiers that have gone on R&R have
come back refreshed and ready to
finish the rest of our tour. The other Soldiers are eagerly | within the company. Questions on this

Westbrook)

waiting to get some much deserved time off. board included everything from physical fit-
My spotlight Soldier for the week is Pvt. 1st Class ness to Rules of Engagement. He did an
Kelly Yokum, from Reno, Nev. Pvt. 1st Class Yokum extremely good job and will next compete to

has just finished a class at Baghdad University for Basic | become the Company Soldier of the Quar-
Networking, and also he won the Company Soldier of ter. Good Job and Good Luck! ﬁ
the Month board. While going to the class he learned

OPSEC
Check your pockets for classified thumb drives
and documents before you turn in your laundry to KBR!
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N ew Year's Eve was the final
installment in a recent se-
ries of holiday celebrations. The
best way to bid farewell to 2006
was to see it go up in smoke.
' i Soldiers gathered every piece of
Task Force Justice gerap wood and brush on our
“..Tested inthe  Fonyard Operating Base to build
Crucible f?f a massive bonfire. Capt. Jim
Combat. Egan ignited the diesel-doused
mound at precisely midnight following a countdown.
The blaze was quite a spectacle as well as a nice lciers flom Task Force Jusice, patof 2nd Erigace Combat Team. 15t Infantry
source of heat for the Crowd’ who stood by S|pp|ng non- Igi;/;ssi;n,gziz);a bonfire during the waking moments of 2007. (US Army photo by 1st Lt.
alcoholic drinks and sharing their New Year resolutions. E———
Three Soldiers became NCOs during the first minutes of 2007. I
== Congratulations to Sgt. Jose Aracena,
= Sgt. David Crebo, and Sgt. Jonathan
SR Terrell of Alpha Battery, 1st Battalion,
&F A 7th Field Artillery.
. The morale-building event of 2007
was the Justice 3-on-3 Basketball
Tournament. Eight teams entered the
competition and brought their best
game to the slab. With street credit on
the line, it came down to a gutter war
between teams TNT and the Sand-
men. In the end, the Sandmen pulled
Spc..Anthony Kallie and Sgt. 1st Class Jamel Alston of Alpha away by unloading a magaZine Of out-
Battery, 1st B_at_'taliun. 7th Field Artillery, 2nd Brigade QombatTeam. Side Jump ShOtS. Congl‘atulations tO
Sandmen Staff Sgt. Tre e 5 i T S o
Brumf]eld, Staff Sgt M|Chae| Ke- winnerofth’e 3-point competition. (US Army
M ber, and Maj. Robert McCormick,
of the 3-1-6 Military Transition Team. Maj. McCormick also
earned the title of Top Gun on the FOB by winning the 3-
pointer competition.
Task Force Justice has appreciated all of the support from
N friends and family during the past year. The arrival of 2007
' means that we are closer to being reunited with you all. We
_ ! ! ! hope that the New Year is one of joy and fortune. Thank you
Team, 1st Infantry Division, attempts his last shot of the 3-pointer competition f0r your Cont|nued Support ﬁ

which Task Force Jus_tice held to celebrate the coming of 2007. (US Army

== == Page 10 nﬁ,—_—?




H appy New Year from Ramadi! Soon
we hope to be home sharing in the
¥ holiday merriment. December has

B

brought many blessings to the STEEL
WsiSTE PN TIGER family for which we are all truly
1-77 Armor |grateful. Thanks to Denise Higgins, Lynn
Steel Tigers |Lauer, my wife and the numerous other

spouses, Soldiers, and civilians who
made the holiday season for countless dependents en-
joyable and more bearable by putting together an incredi-
ble Task Force Christmas Party. We loved the Drum-
beats and video, your efforts also made our holidays
more bearable by knowing that a committed and con-
cerned FRG is in the rear, taking care of our loved ones.
TF Sentinel, our gratitude will never be enough for what
you do for our family members on a daily basis.
December has also ushered in change. We say
“stand by” to the Damels command team as they prepare
e to assume responsibil-
ity for HHC, and wel-
come the Higgins com-
mand team to the
STEEL TIGER family.
They are already veter-
ans of deployment op-
erations as Bill served
with the Dagger Bri-
gade in OIF II, and
they have worked dili-
: ' gently in the Task
Force since their arrival in September. | am confident
they are dedicated to serving our families to the greatest
extent and look forward to working with them. 1| visited
our WARLORDS (Co. A, 1st Bn, 77th Arm. Reg.) to con-
duct the Change of Command in Baghdad on Dec. 20;
they are doing well and are making a difference everyday
in their Area of Responsibility. | thank my Vanguard
brothers (1st Bn, 18th Inf. Reg.), for taking such great
care of our Soldiers. | planned on also visiting the
REGULATORS (Co. B, 1st Bn, 77th Arm. Reg), but op-
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Lt. Col. Miciotto Johnson performing a test on his night vision goggles. (US Army
photos by Lt. Col. Miciotto Johnson, commander, 1st Bn. 26th Inf. Reg.

erational constraints prevented that trip. |
will visit them next month. Task Force
STEEL TIGERS continue to vigilantly exe-
cute Full Spectrum operations in partner-
ship with the Iragi Security Forces of
Ramadi. Every Soldier is committed to
coaching, and mentoring our Iragi hosts in
order to ensure that they can eventually
assume the lead in all facets of providing a
stable and secure environment. We all
want the government to grow, the unem-
ployment rate to drop, and the Iragi chil-
dren to enjoy the benefits on an education.
They are Iraq’s future and we are commit-
ted to making that future bright.

Finally, December also brought the
STEEL TIGERS trails and sorrow. Once
again, two of our comrades paid the ulti-
mate sacrifice. On November 17, 2006,
Spc. Jordan W. Hess (C/1-77 AR) was fa-
tally wounded by an roadside bomb while
conducting a combat patrol in search of
suspected insurgents. He subsequently
passed on December 5, 2006, at Brooke
Army Medical Center, while under care for

(Continued on page 13)
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I n all military endeavors, the ability to
command, control and maintain situ-
ational awareness is essential to all !
commanders. Rapid and precise orders

1-7FA
First Lightning

issued immediately will lead to success
on the battlefield and often can mean the

difference between life and death. In the
1st Battalion, 7th Field Artillery, the Soldiers of the Battal-
ion Signal Section, or S6, ensure those orders are deliv-
ered.

Since deploying in September, 2006, this small contin-
gent of 18 Signal Corps personnel support a task force
consisting of over 600 Soldiers engaged in various mis-
sions which include patrolling, base security and respon-
sive fires.

This is no easy task due to the multitude of military
and commercial communications systems they have to master.
These signaleers operate, maintain and repair various types of
vehicular and command post radio systems, a Tactical Satellite
terminal, secure and non-secure voice and data automations, a
Video Teleconferencing Suite and a host of new tactical commu-
nications components. Through
their technical and tactical exper-
tise and creative innovation, a
redundant, stable network infra-
¥ structure is maintained. This al-
¢ / lows all commanders the oppor-
tunity to effectively influence
events in their area of operation.

ger to learn and stay on top of the
&g latest in communications technol-
ogy and is consistently called on
for advice by other units on the
Victory Base Complex.

Upon the battalion assuming its
current mission, the S6 section
fCr?'lr:cE:gﬁI:I;ér'-\'/Iivces (PMCS:;)‘ on aS.ateIIim- Termi::l ImmedlatEIy Went to Work upgrad-
Trailer Unit. (Photo taken by 1st Lt. Michael Martin HHB, |ng and expanding the unit’s ca-
pabilities. The battalion Tactical

1st Battalion 7th Field Artillery, 2nd BCT, 1st Infanti

cations check over an ANIPS‘C-S Tactical Satellite Radio. His' hometown is Ahoskie,
NC. (Photo taken by 1st Lt. Michael Martin HHB, 1st Battalion 7th Field Artillery, 2nd

Operations Center’'s complete lay-
out and cabling was redesigned to
increase efficiency. Tactical sys-
tems such as Blue Force Tracker, a
system which tracks unit movement
on the battlefield, were given up-
grades to increase the com-
mander’s situational awareness.
The shop is currently preparing to
field the Tacticomp Video System,
which will allow the battalion to re-
ceive real time video feeds from out
in our patrol sectors. All of these
things give the commander the
means by which to influence the
fight.

In addition to their role as the
“Voice of Command”, these Soldiers
are also the “Voice of the Soldier”.
Upon arrival, S6 personnel as-
sumed control of a barely function-
ing internet café and have upgraded
it into a place useable for all Sol-

(First Lightning...Continued on page 13)
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(First Lightning...Continued from page 12)

diers who want to keep in touch with family back home. They
set up work stations dedicated for the sole purpose of military
and civilian education. They also ensure that the morale
phones in the battalion and battery areas are functioning
around the clock. Several S6 personnel have taken their per-
sonal time to help fix internet and AFN connections in various
Soldiers’ personal living quarters.

Through their professionalism, expertise and devotion to
duty, the Battalion Signal Section of the 1stt Bn, 7th Field Ar-
tillery delivers the ability to effectively communicate. They con- §
stantly strive to meet the challenges of an ever changing digi- [ 'spe. Jamie Lowery, a Local Area Ne e
tal battlefield. No matter the mission, a Signal SOITIer iS Pre- | {Fnots aen by 1 it wichae arin HHe, 10 Satalon 7 Fd Ariery
sent to ensure its success. &4 i :

(Steel Tigers Continued from page 11)
his injuries. His parents were by his side at the time
of death.

Pvt. 1st Class Paul Balint Jr. (Co. B, 1st Bn, |

26th Inf. Reg, on February 1, 2006. On December
15, 2006, he was fatally wounded while conducting
a combat patrol with
his brothers in arms. |
We will never be
able to thank our
brothers or their
families enough for
the service and sacri- | Both of these great Warriors were outstanding
fice they rendered examples of everything our nation stands for.
our nation. However, | They represented the best America has to offer;
| hope they find we will never forget them or their families, and
peace and comfort in | our thoughts and prayers remain with them.
knowing that we will | May God continue to watch over each and every
not rest until our mis- | one of us while we are apart. "
sion is complete. Until next time, BLOOD ON THE AXE!!@

(2-12 Cav Continued from page 7)
being observed by coalition forces to gauge their ability to perform urban warfare tasks.

Overall, Operation Beastmaster was a huge success. In the course of three days of house to
house searches, the Iraqi Army troops uncovered seven weapons caches, numerous roadside bomb-
making materials and captured a high-value target. Eé
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he Scalpel Platoon has
made a significant impact
providing care for the 1st Battal-
ion, 26th Infantry Regiment,
Blue Spaders, Soldiers and
other units operating in Bagh-

1-26 Infantry dad. The twenty members of the
Blue Spaders platoon have been conducting
split operations, establishing two

separate Advance Trauma Life Support (ATLS)
teams in Baghdad in support of the Task Force
Blue Spader mission. The trauma teams led by
Capt.David Escobedo (M.D.), from Los Angeles,
Calif, and Capt. Joseph J. Whelchel (Physician
Assistant), from Austin, Texas, have made a
marked impact in their short time in theater.

In September 2006, Scalpel Platoon completed six
medical relief operations in the underprivileged Adhami-
yah and Sha’ab Districts of Baghdad. They established
temporary clinics in these neighborhoods, dispensed
thousands of dollars of medications, and provided care
to over 800 Iraqi civilians in these areas in an effort to
provide much needed medical relief for the local national
population.

They have provided life saving care to Soldiers of

gt ey rol fant during a
yah, Baghdad (Us Army photo by Capt Leon Smith)
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this task force and other units. The surge in
attacks against coalition forces operating in
Baghdad recently has tested their teams
who were positioned perfectly to treat the
influx of casualties. Specifically, the ATLS
team, consisting of Capt. David Escobedo,
Staff Sgt. Brett Mchaney, of Casa Grande,
Ariz, Sgt. Bradley Messner, Tusla, Okla,
Sgt. Justin Coney, Beaverton, Mich, and
Spc. Matthew Roth, San Diego, Calif, who
were operating in southeast Baghdad out of
FOB Loyalty, were called upon to treat a
majority of patients. They treated over 120
U.S Soldiers and 10 Iraqi local nationals,
many critically wounded, performed numer-
ous life saving procedures, and repeatedly
demonstrated their competency and effi-
ciency.

In recognition of their tremendous im-
pact, they have not only been praised by the
Brigade Surgeons of the 506th Regimental
Combat Team and 2nd Brigade, 2nd Infan-
try Division, but also presented regimental
coins by the 506th Regimental Brigade
Commander, Colonel Thomas D. Vail and

(Continued on page 15)
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(Continued from page 14)
2nd Brigade, 2nd Infantry, Brigade
Commander Colonel Jefferson L. :
Bannister for their outstanding perform- |
ance.

The latter exemplifies only a small
but representative segment of the posi-
tive impact that all the “Combat Med-
ics” of the Scalpel platoon are making
to safe guard the lives of the members
of Task Force 1-26 and all other mem-
bers of the U.S armed services. £
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